
By Lanorris Askew
lanorris.askew@robins.af.mil

Grover Dunn, Innova-
tions and Transformation
director at the Pentagon, vis-
ited Robins last week to brief
senior leaders and product
directorate representatives
on Air Force transformation
efforts through a new cam-
paign called Expeditionary
Logistics for the 21st
Century - or eLog21.

The overall eLog21 cam-
paign for change is aimed at
updating the way logistics
processes work, and accord-
ing to Danny Singleton,
Logistics Management
Directorate Materiel Man-
agement Division chief here,
Dunn’s message was clear.

“Air Force logistics must
transform to support the way

we now fight,” he said.
“Significant change is
required if we are to go to the
next level in terms of opera-
tional per-
f o r m a n c e
with no cost
growth.”

Singleton
said Robins
has a signifi-
cant role in
this type of
operation.

“(The
Center) is
very active
in all aspects of the overall
Air Force transformation
strategy,” said Singleton.
“ELog21 will represent the
most profound change to
the Air Force logistics
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Bush grants paid
federal holiday

President Bush has
issued an Executive Order
granting Dec. 26 as a paid
federal holiday. 

All civilian employees
at Robins will receive the
holiday except those in
mission essential posi-
tions. 

Employees required to
work the holiday will
receive holiday premium
pay in addition to basic
pay for their regular hours
of work. 

Holiday work per-
formed outside the regu-
larly scheduled tour of
duty is overtime work and
will be compensated with
appropriate overtime or
compensatory time pay-
ment. 

Employees whose
basic workweek does not
include Dec. 26, as a reg-
ularly scheduled workday
(i.e., employees working
an uncommon tour of duty
or compressed work
schedule) will observe the
holiday on their last work-
day immediately before
the holiday, taking into
account any “in lieu of”
holiday for Dec. 25.

Employees who have
scheduled off for Dec. 26,
and those with “use or
lose” annual leave should
be reminded to reschedule
another day of leave to be
used before the leave year
ends Jan. 10.  

When an employee has
scheduled “use or lose”
annual leave for Dec. 26,
and is unable to resched-
ule that leave before the
end of the leave year, the
leave will be forfeited. 

When “use or lose”
leave is forfeited under
those circumstances,
there’s no authority that
permits restoration of the
leave.  

Employees with “use
or lose” annual leave also
have the option of donat-
ing annual leave to
approved leave recipients.  

Employees may obtain
a listing of approved leave
recipients and instructions
and the limitations on
donating annual leave on
the DPC home page. 

Employees on an inter-
mittent tour of duty are
not entitled to pay for the
holiday unless they actu-
ally work Dec. 26. 

Employees in a nonpay
status immediately before
the holiday and at the
beginning of the first
workday after the holiday
are not entitled to pay for
the holiday. 

Questions may be
referred to your servicing
Employee Relations
Specialist at 926-5802 or
926-0677.

– From staff reports

Next Rev-Up
issue Jan. 9

The Robins Rev-Up
will not be published Dec.
26 and Jan. 2. The next
issue will be Jan. 9. 

C-5 repairs made in record time
By Lanorris Askew

lanorris.askew@robins.af.mil

The C-5 torque deck team
turned doubters into believers
after completing repairs on its
first C-5 torque deck going
through program depot main-
tenance here Dec. 12.  

The team of twelve

mechanics not only completed
the repairs in house, but did so
in record time.

The work on the C5’s
torque deck, the primary struc-
ture responsible for holding
the tail section of the aircraft
together, included replacing
damaged panels that had
dents, punctures, fluid entrap-

ment and corrosion.  
“This feat is remarkable in

the fact that this repair has
taken up to 49 days to com-
plete at other facilities, but our
mechanics did it in only 12
days,” said Capt. Mike Davis,
C-5 Production Branch deputy
section chief.  “The team was
able to overcome learning

curves of performing the job
for the first time and complete
the torque deck panel installa-
tion (quickly) with no major
defects.”

George Calhoun, C-5
torque deck team leader, said
he had confidence in his team
from day one.

“We felt like we could do

the job and take on the addi-
tional work without impacting
our ability to produce quality
aircraft on time,” he said. “ It
also establishes us as a proven
source of repair for future C-5
torque deck work.” 

Because team Robins did

A ‘tremendous experience’

U.S. officials announced the
capture of Saddam Hussein
during a press conference
Saturday. Seen here is Maj.
Mike Pierson, director of the
Center Office of Public Affairs
currently deployed to Iraq to
support the strategic commu-
nications office of the coalition
provisional authority, following
the press conference.

“I attended the press confer-
ence but I was standing
behind the cameras,” he said.

“It was a tremendous experi-
ence for me.  There was at
least one Iraqi journalist who
broke down crying when they
showed Saddam’s picture.   

“The journalist’s family had
been murdered by Saddam,
and he himself had been
jailed and tortured for two
years.  Makes me realize how
much we are doing here is
really helping these people.”

Center Commander Maj.
Gen. Don Wetekam said that

Hussein’s capture won’t end
hostilities in Iraq.

“Well this doesn’t mean the
end,” he said. “It is still a mon-
umental step forward in the
war on terrorism and the effort
to bring freedom to Iraq.  We
at Robins Air Force Base
salute the military members
who carried out this important
operation. Well done!”

For more reactions to
Hussein’s capture, see page
11A.

eLog21 takes
AF logistics
into the future 

Dunn

‘We enjoyed the moment
and went back to work’

By Chris Zdrakas
chris.zdrakas@robins.af.mil

Coalition forces at a joint operations center
in Baghdad applauded loudly at the news of
Iraqi Dictator Saddam Hussein’s capture.
Then they went back to work.

Lt. Col. Unholz, commander of Robins’
78th Communications Squadron, was watch-
ing the unfolding events with other members
of his division just before
Saddam was taken.  

The commander, who left
Robins in late November,
said it was “an eventful expe-
rience that was great to be
part of.”

“Everyone was in the JOC
keeping a close eye on what
was transpiring,” he said.
“When we saw him, we
thought it was fitting they
found him in a hole in the
ground.  But mostly, we felt relief because
obviously a lot of time, energy and resources
went into the capture.”

Another factor - force protection - also
shortened the celebration.  

“Those who disliked us before the capture
were letting their displeasures be known,
and we took a number of mortars in the
camp that evening,” Unholz said.  “Nobody
was hurt, but we were bounced around a lit-
tle.  Then large numbers of the local popula-
tion were expressing their satisfaction with
celebratory gunfire, which always brings

risks of random projectiles.”
He said the fear factor is “all about your

perspective … I’ve been in hostile areas
before, and feel pretty safe here.  Last night,
we had some folks sleeping in helmets and
flack vests though.”

Happy holidays
from Baghdad 

Two Robins Air Force Base military
members deployed to Iraq have a mes-
sage for those of us back home - Happy
Holidays.

Lt. Col. Carl Unholz, commander of
the 78th Communications Squadron; and
Capt. Chris E. Haberstroh, of the 5th
Combat Communications Support
Squadron work together in the Combined
Joint Task Force-7 C3 (Command,
Control and Communications) Division of
which Unholz is chief.  Their wives are
both named Emily.

“We receive well wishes daily from
people all over the world, which is truly
heart warming,” Unholz said.  “We cer-
tainly miss our families, the members of
our squadrons, and all the other wonder-
ful people at Robins Air Force Base.”

“We wish you a joyous holiday season
for all of you and your families.”

– Chris Zdrakas

By Lanorris Askew
lanorris.askew@robins.af.mil

Maj. Ellen Adams loves
to cook and when the oppor-
tunity arose for her to show-
case her artistic side in a
culinary fashion, she jumped
at the chance. 

The C-130 Contracting
Division chief, said while on
a trip last year to North
Carolina to see the Famous
Biltmore Hotel’s Christmas
décor she noticed some
delectable decorations in the
hotel where she was staying.

“The Grove Park Inn had
just finished the 2002
National Gingerbread House
competition and the entries
were still on display,” she

said. “I said ‘I can do that.’”
With visions of ginger-

bread dancing in her head,
Adams returned home with
hopes of entering the next
year’s contest and possibly
winning the top prize of
$1,000 and an appearance on
Good Morning America.

Courtesy photo 
Maj. Ellen Adams stands beside the gingerbread house
she spent months constructing for a competition in North
Carolina.

Unholz

Gingerbread dreams
danced in her head

What to know
The competition pieces

will be on display at the Grove
Park Inn in Ashville, N.C.,
through Jan. 9. Highlights
from the competition will be
broadcast on the Food
Network Sunday at 5 p.m.
and Wednesday at 10 p.m.

Please see WORK, 2A Please see DREAMS, 2A

Please see ELOG21, 2A

Please see C-5, 2A

Courtesy photo 

78th CS commander watches Saddam’s capture from Baghdad
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TSP catch-up contributions can still be made 
Thrift Savings Plan participants

can now make catch-up contributions
to their accounts beginning in or after
the year in which they turn age 50.

Catch-up contributions are supple-
mental tax-deferred contributions,
which are in addition to regular TSP
contributions. These supplemental
contributions can be made through
payroll deduction by participants who
would like to make contributions
above the maximum amount they

could otherwise make to the TSP. 
Any catch-up elections made on or

after Nov. 30 will be for 2004, and the
new maximum contribution limit is
$3,000.  

Employees can make their catch-
up contribution elections via the
BEST phone system at 1-800-997-
2378 or www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/
dpc/best/Catch-Up.htm.Hearing
impaired employees may reach a
counselor at 1-800-382-0893.  

TSP Catch-up contribution elec-
tions made Nov. 30 through Saturday
were effective Sunday, with the first
deduction occurring Jan. 2.
Enrollments submitted on or after
Sunday will be effective at the begin-
ning of the next pay period.  

BEST anticipates loading an
enhancement to the TSP Catch-up
module for both the Web and phone
automated systems. Until this change
is loaded, employees using the auto-

mated phone system to make their
election will hear “During 2003 the
maximum annual amount is $3,000.”
What they should hear is “During
2004 the maximum annual amount is
$3,000.”  

When using Web system, click the
“Transactions” icon, scroll down to
the TSP catch-up contributions trans-
action block, and click the “Change”
button. On the next screen, from the
drop down menu, select “Change” if

currently contributing or “New
Enrollment” if not currently con-
tributing.

There are no agency or service
matching contributions on catch-up
contributions. You can make your
election at any time. Unlike regular
TSP contributions, there is no open
season associated with catch-up con-
tributions.  

For more information, go to
www.tsp.gov. 

community in decades. Our
processes, systems and skills
must conform to match our
new business practices. It’s
time for change.”

He said current logistics
systems and processes were
built around Cold War philoso-
phies and are not reactive
enough (without substantial
investments in people and dol-
lars) to fully support a global
expeditionary doctrine.  

“Warner Robins will be a
part of this effort - in fact our
efforts have already begun,” he
said.  “We have representatives
on most Air Force

Transformation efforts and
have already established com-
modity council pathfinders for
purchasing and supply chain
management, and are in the
process of standing up two
depot maintenance trailblazers,
one for F-15 Program Depot
Maintenance and one in F-15
Avionics. We are also prototyp-
ing serial number tracking and
advanced planning and sched-
uling system for supply chain
management in avionics.”   

Singleton said after sitting
through the briefing he took
away new insight.

“We are on a transformation
journey that will enable the Air
Force to meet the demands of
future conflicts and wars,” he
said.

ELOG21
Continued from 1A

Six months later, when
applications were due, Adams
sent hers hoping to be one of
those chosen to compete.

“They only choose 225
people to participate in the
competition and 75 of them
are children,” she said.

A few weeks later she
learned she had made the cut.

“It started out as just a fun
project, but it turned into an
obsession,” she said.

For the next few months
Adams worked tirelessly to
get the gingerbread house fin-
ished.

“I started actually baking
the first week of October and
worked every night from
seven to nine for the entire

month,” she said. “After that I
worked on it on weekends and
whenever I had spare time.”

On Nov. 9 with her cre-
ation tucked safely in the back
seat of her Jeep, she made the
long drive back to Asheville to
be judged. Her creation – a
two-foot high, 60-pound white
Victorian – didn’t win any
prizes, but proved she could
do anything she put her mind
to.

However, Adams said she
has reservations about a repeat
performance.

“Ask me again in April,”
she said. “Baking is a hobby
of mine and something I will
pursue after my retirement in
four years, but this was a lot
of hard work.”

After her retirement,
Adams plans use her GI Bill
to attend a culinary school.

DREAMS
Continued from 1A

the work, the aircraft was able
to be returned to the war
fighter in a complete state
after PDM. Without the
torque shelves being complet-
ed, the aircraft wouldn’t be
able to carry its full capacity,
Calhoun said.

There are nine torque deck
shelf panels on each C-5, the
team made required repairs on
panels seven, eight and nine.

“The guys were really able

to sail through this,” said
Calhoun. “A lot of people had
their doubts because of the
constraints and so forth, but
we prevailed and will get this
jet back to its squadron in 100
percent combat ready mission
status.” 

For now, the mechanics
will be the designated team to
work torque decks. More
mechanics will be added as
the number of torque deck
replacements increases.

“We hope to implement
this within our PDM cycle
itself,” said Calhoun.

The quick turn around and
quality work caught the eye of
C-5 leadership, drawing acco-
lades from Col. George
Ireland, C-5 branch chief, and
Col. Frank Bruno, C-5 system
program director. Both
thanked the team during a
coining ceremony Wednesday.

Michael Moore, aircraft
sheet metal mechanic, said
the labor has its rewards.

“I’m proud to be a member
if this team and it makes me
feel good to help the war fight-
er,” he said. “We’re going to
keep the aircraft flying.” 

C-5
Continued from 1A

Unholz, 42, a Detroit native, is
assigned to Combined Joint Task
Force-7 as chief of the C3 Operations
Directorate’s Information Management
Division - an organization, an informa-
tion management organization support-
ing the commanding general for plan-
ning and oversight of military theater
operations.

With Saddam’s capture, he said, his
organization likely will shift some of
the resources involved in the search to
security and the rebuilding of Iraq.  

He lives in conditions typical of a
deployed site, but the “office” is a for-
mer palace.

“There are grandiose ceilings, chan-
deliers and lots of marble,” he said.
“Other than that, we packed in desks and
computers and are working like a nor-
mal headquarters.  We stuffed in whatev-
er was needed to get the job done.”

Living conditions are like those of
other deployed sites:  “We primarily
sleep in tents like we did at PSAB
years ago, but the Iraqi winter generates

a lot more mud, creating conditions
more synonymous with Sarajevo at
times.  We get three hots a day and usu-
ally a hot shower, so all the essentials
are there.”  (PSAB is Prince Sultan Air
Base, Saudi Arabia).

“Gunfire and mortars are common.
However, only occasionally do we feel
and not just hear the explosions at the
headquarters,” Unholz said.  “It’s those
brave soldiers on patrol, performing
security and strapping on choppers that
deserve the most accolades.”

His complex near Baghdad Airport
has a limited gym; a small post
exchange, a building the coalition con-
verted; and “once in a while they show
a movie.”  He said that the few minutes
before sleep are his time, and he spends
them reading with headphones on and
looking at pictures of his family.
Unholz and his wife, Kathy, are parents
of 9-year-old Emily.  Kathy Unholz is a
teacher at his daughter’s school.

“I miss them,” he said.  “I have done
a few of these (deployments) and
missed a lot of my daughter’s growing
up.  I try to stay as connected as I can
by calling or e-mailing every other day.”

He had some advice for military

members fearing deployment because
they have heard the stories of explo-
sions and difficult living conditions.

“I try to tell the young folks back
there, particularly in the communica-
tions squadron, they need to volunteer
and step forward for these opportuni-
ties,” he said.  He offered four reasons.
Such deployments:

�Give them a chance to put to rest
fears brought on by hearing others talk
about it.

�Allow them to see the mission
done first-hand, opening their eyes to
how much they can learn and accom-
plish in a short time.

�Help them make smart decisions
about themselves and their own careers.  

�Inspire a sense of pride.  When
they come back home, they will be
proud of themselves and what they
have been able to accomplish.

He had one other observation about
deployment:  “Being away brings to the
forefront the importance of family, rela-
tionships, and friendships in your life.
It even can be a growing experience for
you personally and in those relation-
ships.  It certainly makes coming home
a meaningful event to look forward to.”

WORK
Continued from 1A

U.S. Air Force photo by Sue Sapp
Michael Moore, left, and Jay
Peacock show off the coins
their team received.



Office of WR-ALC/FM
Comptroller

HQ AFMC has issued pol-
icy that effective Jan. 2, hard-
copy Leave and Earning
Statements will no longer be
sent to military members.  

In order to get a copy of an
LES, members must now use
the myPay system. 

There was a deadline of
Dec. 1 for all military mem-
bers on station to receive
their PINs.  

Robins currently is at 75
percent, which is highest in
the command, but still not
100 percent.

In order to accommodate
our military members,
Finance Customer Service is
offering to visit all
squadrons, upon request, and
set up a PIN assignment sta-
tion. 

Orderly rooms need to call
and set up an appointment,
and a representative will
arrive at the designated time
to issue PINs to all in the
squadron.  

The point of contact for

this service is Annette
Hankins, Customer Service
branch chief, at 926-3777.

Additionally, Customer
Service is undergoing reno-
vations to their phone lines in
order to service the customer
better.  

In the meantime, there will
be periods when no service is
available while the lines are
being rerouted.  Please bear
with us through this time and
know that it will serve to pro-
vide a better service to our
customers in the long run.  

If there are any problems,
contact Capt. Tynisa
Williams, deputy financial
services officer, at 926-4462.  

By Holly J. Logan
holly.logan@robins.af.mil

A recent performance by
the Nutcracker of Middle
Georgia gave some Robins
Elementary School children
a memory they won’t soon
forget.

The cast gave more than
200 third- through sixth-
graders from Robins
Elementary School and
seven other Bibb and
Houston county schools a
chance to see the ballet per-
formed for free Dec. 10 at
the Grand Opera House in
Macon.

Sheila Clopton, music
instructor and choral director
at Robins Elementary
School, said the performance
afforded the kids an experi-
ence they might not have
otherwise had.

“This was a special gift to
the kids of our military
troops, especially for those
whose parents are deployed
right now,” she said. “They
(Nutcracker of Middle
Georgia) wanted to extend
their appreciation for the sac-
rifice our military families
make.”

Clopton said Robins
Elementary School children
who attended the perfor-
mance studied the ballet’s
history weeks in advance.

“It was a great learning
experience for them,” she
said. 

From performance prepa-
rations to the final curtain
call, the children were
delighted by images of the

Nutcracker and dancing sug-
arplum fairies throughout the
nearly two-hour ballet.

Kyle Mize, a sixth-grader
at Robins Elementary
School, said he and his
brother, Tyler Mize, a third-
grader, enjoyed the balet,
and Christmas will be extra
special because their father,
Master Sgt. Charlie Mize
with the JSTARS, will be
home this year.

“It’s really good because
they’re appreciating our par-
ents being over there fight-
ing for our country,” he said.
“I think it’s nice they did
this for us. The last two
years, (our father) has
missed Christmas, and it has
been hard not having him

there for us.”
Sarah Millican, a fifth-

grader at Robins Elementary
School who attended the bal-
let, said seeing the “dancers”
helped to ease her worries.

“My favorite part was
when all the dancers came
out and danced and bowed,”
she said. “You know, the
Nutcracker got my mind off
of the war. It’s so hard hav-
ing our parents gone.”
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LES hardcopies no longer
available after new year

Robins Elementary School children
attend Nutcracker performance

U.S. Air Force photo by Sheila Clopton
Robins Elementary School students attend a performance of
the Nutcracker at the Grand Opera House in Macon. 

What to know
The Nutcracker of Middle Georgia has performed free ballets for area school children for

more than 10 years, to promote cultural education and allow children to see the well-known
ballet. Grant monies from the Community Foundation of Central Georgia, Target Stores,
India Benton Lesser Foundation, Macon Arts, Macon Civic Club and Macon Power funded
the performance. No federal endorsement is implied.
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By Holly J. Logan
holly.logan@robins.af.mil

While new cell phone technology may
enhance communication, a revised Air Force
policy will help ensure it doesn’t jeopardize
security.

The new policy, effective Dec. 4, prohibits
the use or possession of cell phones with inte-
gral digital camera capability in any area
where classified items are kept or processed.

Jane Guidicini, certified TEMPEST techni-
cal authority at Scott Air Force Base, Ill., said
even though policy already states cameras are
prohibited in many Air Force installation
areas, the new revision takes security a step
further. 

“We realized (some of) the new cell phones
out there had cameras,” she said. “As new
items come into the workplace, we need to
make sure they don’t inadvertently cause a
security risk.”

The National Security Agency advises the

new cellular phone technology poses an
“unacceptable” security risk as determined by
the Office of Homeland Security. 

Bob Coleman, computer security specialist
with the 78th Communication Squadron’s
Network Security Office here, said ensuring
security is a high priority in the ever-changing
world.

“As new technology continues to prolifer-
ate (our society), we will all have to remain
vigilant in ensuring we follow security policies
to protect our national interests,” he said.

Individuals with the phones will be denied
access to areas processing classified informa-
tion. Anyone possessing the phones within
classified areas or exiting these areas will have
the phone confiscated and delivered to 78th
Security Forces for disposition. 

Signs will be posted concerning the policy,
and random inspections could be conducted. 

For more information regarding this policy
and its implementation, contact 78th Security
Forces Squadron at 926-2118.

Policy bans camera cell
phones in classified areas

By Lanorris Askew
lanorris.askew@robins.af.mil

Many are called, but the
chosen are few, and no one
knows that better than Staff
Sgt. Eric Smith 

The 25-year-old Michegan
native recently found out he
was Robins’ lone selectee in a
pool of nine to attend Officer
Training School.

The Public Affairs
Specialist, who stepped into
the blue more than four years
ago, said he was excited and
surprised to hear the good
news because he had been told
there would be a very low
acceptance rate.

“I was very happy when I
found out I was selected,” he
said. “I realized that I wanted
to get my commission about
two years ago and have been
looking forward to this for a
while now. It’s always nice
when a goal that you set for
yourself begins to materialize.”

Holding a Bachelor of
Science degree in Information
Technology, Smith said he’s
unsure what career field he
has been chosen for, although

it will probably lie in commu-
nications.

“In general, my career goals
are to continually learn and
apply those skills in whatever I
do. I think I’m on track.”

Smith said the main rea-
son he joined the Air Force
was to help decide on a

career path. The Air Force
delivered - in spades.

“Once I started going back
to school, I chose the IT
degree program because I
knew it would make me more
marketable,” he said. “I was
very fortunate to realize once I
started taking classes that it
was the right decision.”

Smith said the application
process was a long one. 

“Once you start getting
close to your degree comple-
tion, you’re able to send in
your application,” he said.
“The base education office
staff was very helpful answer-
ing my numerous questions.
They also helped me put my
application package together
and sent it in.”

The next step for Smith is
to wait. 

“After receiving my class
date, I will attend Officer
Training School at Maxwell
Air Force Base in Alabama,”
he said. “This is a 12-week
school, and after I complete
OTS, I’ll get an assignment to
a new duty station.”

As part of the selection
process, board members

review both objective and sub-
jective factors. Objectively,
board members consider each
applicant’s academic disci-
pline, grade-point average and
Air Force Officer Qualifying
Test scores. Subjectively, they
evaluate work experience,
accomplishments, adaptability,
character, leadership ability,
potential for future growth and
other recommendations. For
active duty enlisted applicants,
performance reports and com-
mander’s recommendations
are also evaluated.

Smith said leaving his
Robins family won’t be easy. 

“Leaving the friends that
you’ve made is always the
hardest part about moving
somewhere else,” he said.

One of those friends is
Judith Smith, Public Affairs
Office deputy director.

“I think I was as happy as
he was to receive the news,”
she said.

The staff sergeant has spent

four years  in the Public
Affairs office, and she said she
has watched him grow up.

“Eric has worked in every
division in the PA office,” she
said. “He started out as a
writer for the Rev up then
moved on to the media divi-
sion and for the past two years
he has worked in Community

relations all while going to
school at night.”

Smith has high hopes for
the sergeant.

“I hope he stays in the PA
career field,” she said. “I think
he will make an excellent offi-
cer. Maybe someday he’ll
come back, and I’ll be work-
ing for him.”

U.S. Air Force photo by Sue Sapp
Staff Sgt. Eric Smith, a public affairs specialist here, has been
selected to attend Officer Training School at Maxwell Air
Force Base, Ala. 

What to know
Air Force Recruiting

Service officials considered
515 applications and selected
157 as part of Officer Training
School Selection Board 0402,
which met at Randolph Air
Force Base, Texas Nov. 17 to
21, for a 30-percent selection
rate. Eighty-four of those
selectees were enlisted. The
United States Air Force Officer
Training School is located at
Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.,
and provides a 12-week basic
officer training course pro-
grammed to commission
1,000 officers annually.
Additionally, OTS conducts a
4-week commissioned officer
training program for more than
1,500 new judge advocates,
chaplains and medical officers
each year. 

Announcement for Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) Mediator (Collateral Duty Assignment) 
2 Positions - WR-ALC/CCD

Announcement Number: ADR-2-03
Opening Date:  19 Dec 03
Closing Date: 05 Jan 04
Purpose of Announcement: The purpose of this announcement is to provide interested employees an opportunity to apply for the WR-
ALC ADR Mediator appointment as a collateral duty assignment.
Work Schedule: The duties of these positions should constitute no more than 20 percent of the assigned duties of the incumbent.
Employee is expected to perform these duties in addition to regularly assigned duties and responsibilities.  Employee is expected to work in
the CCD one day a week.
Major Roles and Responsibilities: Incumbent will be assigned as collateral duty as an ADR Mediator, which may involve some counseling
of EEO complaints.  Will receive work assignments from the EE Manager because of the nature of the function, and also with the Lead ADR
Specialist.  Provides policy, procedural, and assistance concerning ADR to all organizations within WR-ALC as well as tenant organizations
utilizing current ADR processes procedures.  Analyzes program information such as trends in mediation of complaints, mediation timelines,
appropriateness of complaints for the program, as well as legal and regulatory guidelines.   Draft, review and revises ADR policy papers,
memorandums as required by the EE Manager.  Briefs all levels of WR-ALC management and other upper level tenant organizations man-
agement regarding ADR.  Discussion of complaints with complainant, managers and supervisors with supervision by the EE Manager.
Mediates and studies ADR cases impartially and objectively; advises employee of rights and procedures.  Answers questions and may dis-
cuss complaints with managers and supervisors as well as employee’s associates under certain circumstances.  Prepares mediation agree-
ment and settlement agreements with review by EE Manager.  ADR Mediator work is performed under general administrative supervision by
EE Manager, who assigns cases to mediate on regulatory aspects of work and may assist in resolving unusually different cases if requested.
Normally works independently.  
Eligibility: Assignment is open to all permanent career or career-conditional Air Force employees assigned to Robins AFB at the GS-11 or
GS-12 grade level.
How to Apply: Submit letter stating interest to 78 MSG/DPCSB Attn:  Beverly McBride or an email to beverly.mcbride@robins.af.mil.
Include your name, organization symbol and office telephone extension.  Questions can be directed to Beverly McBride at 926-3805 ext 142.
Letter or email must be received by COB 5 Jan 2004.  Concurrence at the Directorate/Staff Office level with the letter of application or email
at the time of application is required to be considered.

One Robins NCO selected for OTS this cycle



Senior Airman
Chaunte Shepherd

653rd CLSS supply
specialist

“My holiday wish is
that people focus on what
truly mat-
ters in the
spirit like
loving each
other and
taking care
of family.”

Ryan
Rowell

Air Link
communi-
cations
sales rep-
resentative
for 

“All I
want for
Christmas
are tickets
to the
Lakers
game
March
2nd.”

James
Oliver

GNC
store man-
ager

“I guess
I want a
new car for
Christmas,
a Honda.”

Vera
Keasley
Family
Child Care
coordina-
tor

“My
Christmas
wish is for
world
peace.”

Tech.
Sgt.
Blondina
Rood

JSTARS
parachute
shop 

“All I
want for
Christmas
is for peo-
ple to give
more gen-
erously to
those in
need over
the holi-
days and that includes
the animal shelters.”
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116th ACW spreads spirit of season to many
By Airman 1st Class Tim

Beckham 
116th Air Control Wing Public Affairs

Members of the 116th Air
Control Wing have been a driving
force in helping those less fortunate
have a happy holiday.  Between
food and gift drives, Christmas par-
ties and tree lighting ceremonies,
the JSTARS family has worked
hard to give everyone the feeling of
being home for the holidays. 

To kick things off the Army
Spouse’s Group got in the spirit of
giving by delivering candy to the
consumers who work at the Happy
Hour Developmentally Challenged
Service Center in Warner Robins
Dec. 4. 

A week later, wing members
joined near Building 2078 for the
annual Outback Tree Lighting cere-
mony Dec. 12.

During the December unit train-
ing assembly weekend, Dec. 13-14,
the wing prepared to play Santa to
59 local area families, including
147 children, providing food, cloth-
ing and gifts that surpassed last
year’s totals. Volunteers worked
long hours wrapping gifts and
packaging thousands of non-perish-
able food items.

The Family-2-Family holiday
fund drive collected more than
10,040 food items and more than
$3,330 to be used to help less fortu-

nate families during the holiday
season.

“The project has evolved over
the years from providing a hot meal
and toys to needy families to assist-
ing multiple families including mil-
itary members,” said Maj.
Gwendolyn Taylor, 116th Logistics
Readiness Flight commander and
director of the annual project. “Its
focus is to assist families with basic
living necessities like clothing,
coats, shoes, under garments, and
boxes of non-perishable food. Toys
are still a part of the project to
ensure the children have something
on Christmas morning.”

In addition, members of the
116th Operations Support Squadron
donated presents to about 30 chil-
dren and staff members of The
Methodist Home for Children and
Youth during a holiday party Dec.
13. Volunteers served hamburgers,
hotdogs, cookies, cakes, chips, and
other refreshments for lunch. The
Methodist Home provides preven-
tive services and quality care to
children.

“The goal is to provide these
children with an opportunity to
spend time with people who care,”
said 1st Lt. Linda Graham, 116th
OSS wing mission development
and coordinator of the Methodist
Home event. “The intent is show-
ing them we care and to give them
the attention and approval they

crave.”
Dozens of JSTARS children

attended a Christmas party Sunday
in the multi-purpose hangar com-
plete with games, crafts and a visit
from Santa. 

“The goal of this event (chil-
dren’s Christmas party) is to show
our appreciation for the children in
our 116th ACW military family,”
said Debbie Riebling, children’s
Christmas party coordinator. 

There were crafts, games, a

moonwalk, a giant slide, a jousting
ring, a movie on the JSTARS
plane, and a visit from Santa.

The wing’s good will effort will
also be extended to all military
members today at the annual
Christmas party in the multi-pur-
pose hangar. 

The wing’s efforts are just anoth-
er example of how the holiday sea-
son is a time of giving and  helping
those who are less fortunate. 

“The holiday season is a time of

reflection and thanks for the many
blessings bestowed upon us and our
great country,” said Col. Mark Hall,
116th ACW vice commander. “The
116th family has always stepped up
to the plate and hit a home run,
whether in time of war or in times
of great need for those less fortu-
nate than ourselves. 

“May we never forget the reason
for the season.”

U.S. Air Force photos by Tech. Sgt. Ada Thompson 
Above, Dawn Gomillion, center, from the Army Spouse’s Group, gives out
candy to consumers at the Happy Hour Developmentally Challenged
Service Center in Warner Robins Dec. 4. Right, Sharon Buscher, left, from
the Army Spouse’s Group, greets Karen Carpenter.

Shepherd

Rowell

Rood

Keasley

Oliver

U.S. Air Force photo by Sue Sapp
Left, Patty Peterman, chief, Traffic Management Flight, and
Jo Ann Kasel, flight assistant, stand by their winning
Christmas decorated door at the 78th Traffic Management
Flight, Building 914. They were awarded a trophy Dec. 5 at
the 78th Air Base Wing Christmas Party. The door contrasts
the usual decorated Christmas tree people have at home to
what the deployed troops will have. The display includes a
palm tree surrounded by photographs of deployments.  "It's a
tribute to the troops and what we do,” Kasel said, “We hope
people will look at the pictures and realize this is for real."

Warm
wishes

By Chris Zdrakas
chris.zdrakas@robins.af.mil

The 78th Medical Group
had 2,700 doses of flu vaccine
available as of Tuesday and
will administer the vaccine to
priority groups classified in
the high-risk population
through Dec. 31.  Vaccine
that’s left after Dec. 31 will be
offered to those in the low-
risk category.

Lt. Col. Beverly J. Woods,
commander of the Medical
Group’s Public Health Flight,
said Robins ordered 12,000
doses this year - 1,000 more
than in previous years - and
administered nearly 9,400
doses to active-duty military
members, civilians and bene-
ficiaries considered high risk.
Public Health will employ
DoD guidance on vaccine pri-
ority groups.  High priority

groups are:
�Military members,

including active-duty, Air
Reserve Command and
recruit populations

�People at high risk for
complications from flu to
include children six to 23
months, adults 65 or over,
pregnant women with more
than 14 weeks gestation and
people two years old and
older who have underlying
chronic medical conditions
(asthma, diabetes and heart,
kidney, blood or immuno-
compromising disorders)

�Health care workers per-
forming direct patient care
and household contacts of
high risk persons

Anyone with questions
about vaccinations should call
Public Health Flight at 327-
7613 or Immunization Clinic
at 327-7921.

Med Group to give flu
vaccine to priority
groups through Dec. 31

U.S. Air Force photos by Sue Sapp

Top, Maj. Gen. Don Wetekam,
Center commander, waves to
parade goers at the 45th annual
Warner Robins Christmas Parade
Dec. 6. Above, Alexis, 3, and Sierra
Hamilton, 4, wave flags. Left,
Robins’ Honor Guard carry the col-
ors during the parade. Santa Claus
made an appearance, along with
170 other parade entries and four
county high school bands. The
Shriners led the parade, followed by
marching bands, beauty queens,
church groups and rope jumpers all
making their way down Watson
Boulevard.  

Everyone loves a parade

A tribute to the troops

U.S. Air Force photo by Sue Sapp
Col. Tom Smoot, 78th Air Base Wing commander, pre-
sents coins to Staff Sgt. G.K. Sterling, Senior Airman
Randolph Duprey and Senior Airman Edward Rorie, fit-
ness specialists and reservists from Dover, Delaware.
They were given coins in appreciation for their attempts to
save a man who had a heart attack at the fitness center.

Due to the upcom-
ing holiday season, the
following gate hours
will apply:

Gates 2 (Main
Gate) and 14 (Russell
Parkway) will be open
Dec. 25-26 and Jan. 1-
2.  Gate 2 will be open
24 hours and Gate 14
will be open from 5
a.m. - 1 a.m. All other
gates will be closed on
these days.

Visitor passes will
be issued at Gate 2
when the Visitor
Center is closed. Gate
2 may be contacted at
926-4208.

Heart savers Holiday
gate hours
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Action Line is an open door program
for Robins Air Force Base personnel to
ask questions, make suggestions or give
kudos to make Robins a better place to
work and live. 

Please remember that the most efficient
and effective way to resolve a problem or
complaint is to directly contact the organi-
zation responsible. This gives the organi-
zation a chance to help you, as well as a
chance to improve their processes. 

To contact the Action Line, call 926-2886 day or
night, or for quickest response e-mail to one of the

following addresses: If sending from a military e-
mail system select, Robins Commanders Action

Line from the Global Address List. If send-
ing from a commercial e-mail account
(AOL, AT+T, CompuServe, Earthlink,
etc.), use action.line@robins.af.mil. 
Readers can also access Action Line by
visiting the Robins AFB homepage at
https://wwwmil.robins.af.mil/actionline.
htm. Please include your name and a way
of reaching you so we can provide a direct
response. Action Line items of general
interest to the Robins community will be

printed in the Rev-Up. Anonymous Action Lines
will not be processed.

Commander’s 
Action Line

Security Forces..........327-3445
Services Division........926-5491
EEO Office..............926-2131
Employee Relations...926-5802
Military Pay.................926-3777
IDEA...........................926-2536
Base hospital..............327-7850
Civil engineering.........926-5657
Public Affairs...............926-2137
Safety Office..............926-6271
Fraud, Waste and Abuse 
hotline..................926-2393
Housing Office............926-3776

Published by The Telegraph, a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive writ-
ten contract with Robins Air Force Base, Ga., of the Air Force Materiel Command. This commercial enterprise
Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services. Contents of the
Robins Rev-Up are not necessarily the official views of or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of
Defense, or the Department of the Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department of Defense, the Department
of the Air Force, or TheTelegraph, of the products or services advertised. Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use, or patron-
age without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical or mental handicap, political affiliation, or any other non-merit factor of
the purchaser, user, or patron.

Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the Public Affairs Office at Robins Air Force Base, Ga. All photographs are Air Force photographs unless oth-
erwise indicated. News copy, photographs and art work should be sent to the Office of Public Affairs, Robins Air Force Base, Ga. 31098-1662, phone (478) 926-2137,
no later than 4 p.m. four days before the publication date for that week. All news copy must be submitted on a diskette in a Microsoft Word format. The Rev-Up is
published on Fridays, except when a holiday occurs during the middle or latter portions of the week. For advertising information, write: P.O. Box 6129, Warner Robins,
Ga. 31095-6129, or phone the advertising department at (478) 923-6432.

Editorial staff
Warner Robins Air Logistics Center

Office of Public Affairs
Commander.........................Maj. Gen. Donald J. Wetekam
PA director...............................................Maj. Mike Pierson
Chief, Internal Information................................Phil Rhodes
Editor................................................................Geoff Janes
Associate editor .......................................... Angela Trunzo
Photographer........................................................Sue Sapp
Staff writers.......................Lanorris Askew, Holly J. Logan
78th Air Base Wing staff writer.......................Chris Zdrakas
Contributing writer.........................................Lisa Mathews

Col. Tom Smoot
Commander,
78th Air Base Wing

Maj. Gen. Don Wetekam 
Commander,

Warner Robins Air Logistics Center

Can Robins get prescription refills by
phone system?

Langley Air Force Base, Va., has a system to refill pre-
scriptions by phone.  There was also a space by the BX where
refills could be picked up, and it was primarily manned by
volunteers.  Any chance a phone refill system could be imple-
mented at Robins?

Col. Smoot replies: Thank you for the opportunity to
respond to this high interest question.  The Robins Pharmacy
has used a “bank teller” concept for refills for several years.
This method has provided the following advantages over a

phone-in refill service:  
�Problems with prescription refills can be worked with the

patient immediately
�Possibilities of errors are lessened with a one-on-one

encounter
�Long lines for refill pick up are avoided
�Large storage areas for called-in prescriptions are avoid-

ed
�A true active duty priority can be provided with this

method
�Waiting times can be controlled during minimum man-

ning situations
Our method has served us well through the years. The

Robins Pharmacy has consistently maintained one of the low-

est patient waiting times and error rates in the Air Force.
Additionally, the Robins Pharmacy offers a refill service
through the 78th Medical Group Web site which can be
accessed by military computers. 

Recently, the entire system of prescription processing has
changed with the change to PharmAssist.  PharmAssist is an
Air Force mandated system, which is not intended to reduce
waiting times, but rather decrease the possibility of error.
Changes in the way our Pharmacy does business are expect-
ed, including the possible addition of a phone-in refill service.
Waiting times during the installation of the new system are
expected to reach as much as two hours.  Detailed information
will be provided to patients as the new changes are imple-
mented. 

WASHINGTON (AFPN) -
- The following is a holiday
message from Secretary of
the Air Force Dr. James G.
Roche and Air Force Chief
of Staff Gen. John P. Jumper:

“During this holiday sea-
son, Americans have placed
their hopes for peace with
those who have answered the
call to secure freedom: the
soldiers, sailors, airmen, and
Marines of our nation’s

armed forces.
“Indeed, there is no mis-

sion more vital and no cause
more noble than to be a
defender of freedom, particu-
larly when the values we
cherish are under attack and
when our citizens are going
into harm’s way.  

“We know this has been a
challenging year, as we
remain engaged on several
fronts supporting the Global

War on Terrorism. Over the
past year, we have traveled
to many places just to look
you in the eye and to offer
our thanks for what you’re
doing for the Air Force and
for America. No matter
where we go we’re always
amazed with your talent,
dedication and professional-
ism.

“Your service has been
stellar. You are why we have

the best air and space force
the world has ever known.

“We are also humbled by
the sacrifices made by your
families as you work long
hours or deploy far from
home. Our families are the
source of support that
enables us to serve with
pride and enthusiasm and
defend the democratic ideals
of our great country. During
this special season, our

thoughts and prayers will be
with them.  

“Americans are grateful
for your selfless service. You
have earned their trust and
support through your
courage, bravery and sacri-
fice. And, simply put, we are
honored to serve with you.

“It is our hope that you
will have a joyous holiday
season and a safe and pros-
perous new year.”

Air Force leaders send holiday message to armed forces

Roche Jumper

A good
time for
reflection

By Maj. Gen. Don Wetekam
Center commander

The holiday season and year’s
end is always a good time for reflec-
tion.  This year in
particular, I am
struck by the
tremendous
amount of change
and huge chal-
lenges we’ve faced
in the past twelve
months.  

In some cases
we may have
thought those
obstacles were
impossible to overcome, but we did
as a team.Each and every one of you
is a valued member of Team Robins.
Your skill and dedication are the cor-
nerstones on which this base is built. 

Your efforts are enabling Robins
to be recognized as a world-class Air
Logistics Center and first-class
installation.  But more importantly, it
is that same skill and dedication that
will ultimately determine whether
our Air Force and our great nation
will succeed or not. 

As we look forward to this holi-
day season, we all should take some
time to reflect on the many blessings
we’ve been given. Cherish the time
you spend with family and friends.
And please keep our fallen com-
rades, deployed troops and their
families in your thoughts and
prayers. 

To all of them and to all of you,
thank you for the contributions and
the sacrifices this past year in keep-
ing our great nation safe and free.
Sheri and I wish each of you a
happy, healthy and peaceful holiday
season. May God bless you. 

Wetekam

they lived all alone, 
in a one bedroom house made of 
plaster and stone. 

I had come down the chimney 
with presents to give, 
and to see just who 
in this home did live. 

I looked all about, 
a strange sight I did see, 
no tinsel, no presents, 
not even a tree. 

No stocking by mantle, 
just boots filled with sand, 
on the wall hung pictures 
of far distant lands. 

With medals and badges, 
awards of all kinds, 
a sober thought 
came through my mind. 

For this house was different, 
it was dark and dreary, 
I found the home of a soldier, 

once I could see clearly. 
The soldier lay sleeping, 
silent, alone, 
curled up on the floor 
in this one bedroom home. 

The face was so gentle, 
the room in such disorder, 
not how I pictured 
a United States soldier. 

Was this the hero 
of whom I’d just read? 
Curled up on a poncho, 
the floor for a bed? 

I realized the families 
that I saw this night, 
owed their lives to these soldiers 
who were willing to fight. 

Soon round the world, 
the children would play, 
and grownups would celebrate 
a bright Christmas day. 

They all enjoyed freedom 

each month of the year, 
because of the soldiers, 
like the one lying here. 

I couldn’t help wonder 
how many lay alone, 
on a cold Christmas Eve 
in a land far from home. 

The very thought 
brought a tear to my eye, 
I dropped to my knees 
and started to cry. 

The soldier awakened 
and I heard a rough voice, 
“Santa don’t cry, 
this life is my choice; 

I fight for freedom, 
I don’t ask for more, 
my life is my God, 
my country, my corps.” 

The soldier rolled over 
and drifted to sleep, 
I couldn’t control it, 

I continued to weep. 

I kept watch for hours, 
so silent and still 
and we both shivered 
from the cold night’s chill. 

I didn’t want to leave 
on that cold, dark, night, 
this guardian of honor 
so willing to fight. 

Then the soldier rolled over, 
with a voice soft and pure, 
whispered, “carry on Santa, 
it’s Christmas day, all is secure.” 

One look at my watch, 
and I knew he was right. 
“Merry Christmas my friend, 
and to all a good night,” 

Editor’s note: While we can’t
verify the origin of this poem, it
seems apropos for the times.
Merry Christmas. - The Rev-Up
staff

U.S. Army photo by Master Sgt. Angela Blevins 
AUGUSTA, Maine – A Christmas wreath that is 150 feet across and 496 feet around sits outside the Maine National Guard headquarters here, in
tribute to servicemembers engaged in the war against terrorism. 

‘Twas the night before Christmas, 



Rev-Up Friday, December 19, 2003 11A

armed
58600101

U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Rob Wieland 
Maj. Jeffrey Holifield, front, and Chief Master Sgt. Curtis Fike
help dig out a ditch before fiber optic and copper cable is
buried at Kirkuk Air Base, Iraq. The 506th Expeditionary
Communications Squadron has installed more than 45,000
feet of cable to 55 facilities on base to support telephone and
computer network communications for deployed forces.
Holifield is the 506th ECS commander and Fike is the
squadron's superintendent. Both are deployed from the 51st
Combat Communications Squadron, here. 

Entrenched

By Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey Williams
506th Air Expeditionary Group Public Affairs

KIRKUK AIR BASE, Iraq (AFPN)
– There was cautious enthusiasm here
the afternoon of Dec. 14 when rumors
began floating that Saddam Hussein,
the Ace of Spades in the “55 Most
Wanted” deck of cards, might have
been captured.

For most people, the sound of gun-
fire outside the perimeter gate was
nothing out of the ordinary, as small
arms fire happens here on a regular
basis. This; however, would turn out to
be anything but an ordinary occurrence. 

Senior Airman Heather Gondek, of
the 506th Expeditionary Operations
Support Squadron, woke up when she
heard the celebratory gunfire, but said
she thought it was just another firefight.

“I thought, ‘Here comes an alarm
red,’” she said. “And then I woke up
and heard the giant voice tell us to put
on the flak vest and helmet. Then some-
one else came in and told us that we
may have caught Saddam. I was excit-
ed. I thought it was really cool that we
finally got him.”

Chaplain (Maj.) Pete Lambert, a
catholic chaplain, was in the middle of
Mass with 20 people when he heard the
gunfire. 

“All of a sudden we heard all these
gunshots going off. It got so intense that
some (people) got up and ran out to see
what was going on,” Lambert said. “It
must have been about 11:45 a.m. We
just continued Mass. At the end of
Mass. the group commander announced
it was celebratory (gun) fire because
there were rumors around town that
Saddam Hussein had been captured.

“I was very happy, but cautious
because so far it was only (a) rumor,”
he said. “I checked the Internet, and
there was nothing there. Maybe half an
hour after that, they talked about the
possibility he had been captured. Later,
I went down to the medical tent and
there was (a) press conference with the
general and the pictures of Saddam. It
feels good.”

Reactions from 506th Expeditionary
Security Forces Squadron airmen were
similar.

“I’m glad they captured Saddam
Hussein,” said Airman Ronald Beltran,
of the 506th ESFS. “At first, I didn’t
think it was true, but I’m glad we got
him. I hope we go home soon, but if we
don’t, we’ll finish and complete our
mission.”

“As soon as the word came out that
he had actually been captured, I went
over and called my wife,” said Staff
Sgt. Raymond Nesbitt, also of the 506th
ESFS. “She had just gotten to work. I
told her and she just started screaming
with excitement. She told all the people
in her office, and they couldn’t believe
it. They were all excited.”

Nesbitt was patrolling one of the
base-defense sectors when he first
heard the celebratory gunfire. 

“I called my (17-year-old daughter
and 12-year-old son), who were at
home, and they were all excited. They
were watching (television) and couldn’t
believe they were actually sitting down
watching history take place. They see a
light at the end of the tunnel, just like
the rest of us. It’s a great Christmas pre-
sent,” Nesbitt said.

“I was skeptical at first until I heard
the confirmation on the news,” said
Airman 1st Class Nicholas Tardiff, a
bus driver for the 506th Expeditionary
Logistics Readiness Squadron. “Then I
was pretty happy about it – extremely
happy about it, actually.”

Airman 1st Class Amber Taden, of
the 506th Expeditionary Services
Squadron, said she saw a couple of bul-
lets from the celebratory fire land near
her.

“I was walking by one of the bunkers
and heard a round hit the bunker. I
knew I needed to get my flak vest and
helmet. I came back, and we just heard
the ‘dink’ of an AK-47 round that we
found on the floor of the recreation cen-
ter,” Taden said.

Senior Airman Nicoal Hunter, of the
506th Expeditionary Civil Engineer
Squadron, was working on the airfield
when she said she heard the small-arms
fire. She said her viewpoint is less
about Saddam and more about the
importance of the event.

“I’m just enjoying the moment right
now,” she said. “Being a young airman

in the Air Force, when stuff like this
happens, it puts it in perspective of
what’s really going on in the world. To
be honest, I’m kind of happy because I
joined up to serve my country. Right
now I’m happy I can tell my family that
I was in Iraq at this point of time in his-
tory.”

“The long-term consequence (for the
base) will be good,” said Col. Dan
Peabody, 506th Air Expeditionary
Group commander. “I expect some
short-term backlash to it. Hopefully,
after a week or so even that will dissi-
pate. The hope is that it will rapidly
lead to the collapse of what resistance
there is out there without any indication
of a formal leader continuing (the
fight).

“Even though we may not have had
a direct role, we certainly have con-
tributed significantly to the ongoing
activities that led to what happened.
I’m very proud of everyone here and all
that they contributed,” he said.

Airmen react to Hussein’s capture

U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey W. Sapp
KIRKUK AIR BASE, Iraq – Senior
Master Sgt. Eugene LaDoucer watch-
es as Lt. Gen. Richardo Sanchez con-
ducts a press conference. Sanchez
announced the capture of Saddam
Hussein on Dec. 14. LaDoucer is
assigned to the 506th Air
Expeditionary Group public affairs
here. 
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Thepeople who
work and live at
Robins have

put a lot of time and energy into mak-
ing the holiday season a little brighter
for some of the less fortunate in Middle
Georgia this year. Almost everyone
here had a hand in spreading the holi-
day cheer, and because of that, there
was no possible way we could high-
light them all. We have combined a
partial list to highlight some of the orga-
nizations proving that it really is better
to give than to receive.

Spreading holiday cheer
Intelligence Surveillance Reconnaissance Directorate

The Joint Surveillance Target Attack Radar System and Integrated
System Support Division in the Intelligence Surveillance Reconnaissance
Directorate is holding a food and coat drive that started Monday and ends
today. It is being held in the basement lobby of Building 301 West Wing.
Donations will help area families in need this holiday season. Directorate

members collected an estimated 35 gifts for the Angel Tree Program.

Submissions were complied by Holly J. Logan.

DataVise Information
Technology Systems

Inc. - Logistics
Directorate 

DataVise Information
Technology Systems
Inc., a contacted
company with the
Logistics
Directorate at
Robins, is collect-
ing toys, clothing
and household
items to help sup-
port the Ronald
McDonald House in
Macon. Donations may
be submitted through
Monday, in the front
office of Building 301
East Wing. The compa-
ny has collected more
than $100 in items so
far. For more informa-
tion, contact Tammie
Kelly at 926-0982.

The
Armament and

Specialized
Management Directorate 
Members of the Armament

and Specialized Management
Directorate volunteered for the

Salvation Army’s Red Kettle Drive at
the Galleria Mall, Dec. 8 and 9. In
addition, individuals are coming

together to provide gifts and other
needed items for less fortunate

families, as well as assisting
the family of one of their

deployed troops.

Civilian
Recreation

Today is the last day
the Civilian Recreation

Department is accepting dona-
tions in their holiday food drive.

Donations made to the food drive
will help support Robins Air Force
Base families in need. Collection
boxes are located in buildings 9,

2079 and Hangar 2066.  For
more information, contact

Lynn Brackett at
922-4415.

653rd Combat
Logistics Support

Squadron
The 653rd

Combat Logistics
Support
Squadron is
helping the
area
Salvation
Army by col-
lecting items
donated at
area schools
for its holiday
food drive.
Airmen will sort
and box food
items to be deliv-
ered to local families
in need. The
squadron will build
600 Angel Heart
Bags and more than
500 food boxes for
the drive. 

Courtesy photo 
Swing shift mechanics, Karl Hackel,
Stephen Welchel and Harold Foore, from
the C-130 engine shop decorated an
engine in the spirit of Christmas and to
boost morale of co-workers. From left to
right are Larry Frenz, Dale Dassel, Dean
Huber, Jerry Flavin and Jed Smelser - C-
130 engine shop mechanics. 

The
Support Equipment

and Vehicle Management
Directorate 

The Support Equipment and Vehicle
Management Directorate, along with several

other Robins’ employees, participated in this year’s
Salvation Army Red Kettle Drive at Kmart and the
Galleria Mall. The effort began Nov. 20 and will run

through Tuesday. The directorate and 170 employees
from 15 other Robins’ organizations donated nearly 200
hours manning the kettles. In addition, the directorate’s

Program Control Division worked with area service
organizations to identify two local families to buy holi-

day meal items and gifts. Voluntary monetary
donations and proceeds from the directorate’s

recent silent auction fundraiser helped sup-
port the project. Leftover items from

the auction were donated to
local charities. 

The
Intelligence

Surveillance and
Reconnaissance

Directorate
The Intelligence Surveillance

and Reconnaissance Directorate
(LX) assembled and delivered
375 bags of candy to Lindsey

Elementary School’s third
grade and special needs

students on
Monday. 

16th Air Combat Communication Squadron
The 16th Air Combat Communication Squadron’s Spouse Group

collected items for holiday stockings of airmen who may not make it
home for the holiday, and collected food for its Family-2-Family

Project. The group also collected monetary donations for the Houston
Animal Rescue and Protection Service and the Animal Rescue

Kindness, Monday at the Huntington Village Community Center. 

The Maintenance Directorate
The Maintenance

Directorate’s
Commodities and
Industrial Products
Division employees
provided 4,000 gifts
for 720 people
through the Angel
Program this year. 

In addition, the
Maintenance
Directorate’s Employee
Committee and other directorate
members are volunteering for the
Salvation Army Red Kittle program
in front of Kmart on Watson
Boulevard until tomorrow.

C-5 Production
Branch of the C-5

Directorate
The C-5 Production Branch

of the C-5 Directorate hosted a
luncheon for mentally and physi-
cally challenged children enrolled
in the Heartbeats and Hoofbeats

Program in Macon, Thursday.
The directorate raised $300

to buy Christmas gifts
for the children.

U.S. Air Force photo by Sue Sapp
Staff Sgt. Steve
Markowski  sorts canned
goods for the Salavation
Army.

Courtesy photo 
Workers from the
Maintenance Directorate
put together gifts for the
Angel Program.

The
Process

Improvement and
Planning Branch of the

Maintenance Directorate
Employees with the Consolidated

Analysis Centers Inc. in the Labor
Standards Office at Robins collected
more than 75 needed items for 25

families in the Middle Georgia
area, through the Angel Tree
Program that ran from Nov.

6 through Dec. 5. 

U.S. Air Force photo by MaryAnna Jenkinson 
Left to right, Linda Monroe, Catherine Fowler,
Fran Williams (top), Jean McDonald (bot-
tom), Freddie Wiggins, Yvonne Jordan,
Angela Vos and Tammie Kelly wrap a gift for
the Ronald McDonald House in Macon.



ACROSS
1. Christmas Eve visitor
5. Item used to decorate
Christmas presents
9. Referring to the envi-
ronment
11. Stereo button
(abbrev.)
12. Military comman-
der’s place of control
(abbrev.)
15. Female sheep
16. Christmas present
cover
19. Terminate
20. Anger
21. Glimpse
22. Dally
24. Water
25. News org. founded
by Turner
26. School subject
27. Top
30. Compass direction
32. Deal with
33. 1 ACROSS tool to
control reindeers
34. Eras
36. Item left for 1
ACROSS
37. Item needed for a
white Christmas
39. Wash
42. Housing extension
44. Items 1 ACROSS
delivers
45. Skillful
47. European currency
48. How 1 ACROSS
gets into homes
51. By way of
53. ___ out a living 
55. Tree
56. JLo scent
57. Mistake
58. German one
59. Tarzan once
60. Charged particle
61. Rational
62. One more (Latin)

63. Branch of DoD

DOWN
1. Kelp
2. Tree starter
3. Military org. that
tracks 1 ACROSS
4. Actor Greene
6. Protrude
7. Amaze
8. 1 ACROSS method of
transportation
10. Back of the neck
13. Andy’s boy
14. Ajar
17. Mideast country
18. Writer Rand
23. Dined
24. Time piece maker
25. Company head
(abbrev.)
26. Symbol of Alaska?
28. USAF military
inspection (abbrev.)
29. Director Brooks
31. Rap artist who
released Country
Grammar
35. Male offspring
38. Holmes’ assistant
39. Item left for 1
ACROSS
40. Keyboard key
41. Rat Pack _____
Davis Jr.
42. 1 ACROSS helpers
43. Catch on
44. Where 1 ACROSS
puts 44 ACROSS
45. Type of American
naval ship; ____ cruiser
46. Support
49. Part of the foot
50. Sick
52. A Gershwin
54. Lord of the Rings
character
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Merry Christmas
By 1st Lt. Tony Wickman

Alaskan Command Public Affairs

For puzzle solution, see Jan. 9
edition of the Rev-Up

Puzzle solution for Dec. 12
CHAPEL SERVICES

LEAVE/TRANSFER

Catholic Masses are celebrated at
the chapel each Saturday at 5:30 p.m.,
Sunday at 9:30 a.m., and on Holy
Days of Obligation at noon and 5
p.m. and Monday through Friday at
noon. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation is on Saturday from
4:30-5:15 p.m.

Protestant General Services take
place every Sunday at 11 a.m. This

service includes some traditional and
contemporary worship styles in music
and in format. 

Protestant Inspirational Services
take place every Sunday at 8 a.m. 

Protestant Contemporary
Services take place 11 a.m. each
Sunday at the Base Theater. This ser-
vice is very informal, with a praise
team assisting in singing and includes

both traditional and contemporary
styles of music and worship. 

Jewish service time is each Friday
at 6:15 p.m. at the Macon synagogue.
Islamic Friday Prayer (Jumuah)
Fridays at 2 p.m. in the chapel annex
Rooms 1 and 2.

The chapel helps with spiritual
needs that arise. For further informa-
tion, call the chapel at 926-2821.

SERVICES BRIEFS

MOVIE SCHEDULE

The following people have been approved as partici-
pants in the leave transfer program. 

Althea Ferguson, 78th MSG/DPCPA. Point of contact
is Lisa Bailey at 926-3805, extension 316.

Delores Stock, WR-ALC/LUG0. Point of contact is
Mark Dixon at 926-3881. 

Diane McDonald, WR-ALC/CCX-A. Point of contact
is Linda Shaw at 926-3826.

Employee-relations specialists at 926-5307 or 926-5802
have information and instructions concerning requests to
receive or donate annual leave. To have an approved leave
recipient printed in the Rev-Up, directorates should send
information to Angela Trunzo by e-mail at angela.trunzo@
robins.af.mil. Submissions run for two weeks.

STREAMING VIDEO

FULL STREAM AHEAD*
To view streaming video, go to

http://www.robins.af.mil/pa/stream/index.htm
�Veteran received Purple Heart for injuries sus-
tained 59 years ago during World War II  
�Hangar door replacement on Building 81
improves C-17 support 
�New on-base military housing plan will provide
new construction, less availability
�Rev-Up news briefs   

* Videos are best viewed with the latest version of
Windows Media Player (version 9).

ROBINS REPORT
News from around the base –Watson and Cox Channel 15
Friday – 8 p.m.
Sunday – 1:30 p.m.
Monday – noon

Aero Club 926-4867
The Aero Club will conduct

Christmas light flights Monday through
Dec. 24. Qualified commercial pilots
will escort families on flights to see area
Christmas lights from the sky. Cost is
$60 per half hour or $100 per hour for
up to three people.  Reservations are
required.  For more information, call
926-4867.    

Civilian Recreation 
922-4415

Civilian Recreation will host a Win,
Lose or Draw! Jan. 9 starting at 6 p.m. at
the Smith Community Center. Two
teams consisting of four players will test
their talents at drawing and guessing.
The winning team will win four tickets
to Wild Adventure Theme Park in
Valdosta, Ga.  Registration is on a first-
come, first-serve basis with only 10

teams being entered. Call 922-4415 for
more information.

Enlisted Club 926-4515
Come and see Santa and enjoy brunch

Sunday, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Enjoy a New Year’s Eve gala at the
enlisted club. Tickets are on sale and
club will open at 5 p.m., light hors
d’oeuvres, down-home southern break-
fast buffet, complimentary champagne
and party favors will be offered.  There
will be sounds from DJ Silk in J.R.
Rockers and Conquest in the ballroom
beginning at 9 p.m.  Cost is $10 for
members and $15 for guests.

Officers’ Club 926-2670
New Year’s Eve tickets are on sale for

$30 per person. Featured entertainers
will be Tommy West and the Sensations
from 8 p.m. - 1 a.m. and Total Sound

Productions in the main lounge from 8
p.m. - midnight. There will be a dinner
buffet and party favors.

Wynn Dining 926-6596
All active duty and retired military

members and their families are invited to
a traditional Christmas meal. The meal
will be served Thursday from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. Items will be priced a la carte
plus a surcharge on the total meal.  

Spouse and dependent children of
active duty enlisted members, in pay
grades E-1 through E-4, are not required
to pay the surcharge.  Subsistence in
kind enlisted members will not pay for
their meals, but their family members
(other than spouse or dependent chil-
dren) and guests will pay the standard
rate.  Military members who do not live
in the dorms and retirees planning to
attend are asked to notify the dining hall
by Monday.

Got news for the Rev-Up?
Call us at 926-2137.
E-mail us at Robins.Revup@robins.af.mil.
Fax us at 926-9597

Friday
7:30 p.m. – The Matrix Revolutions  – Keanu Reeves and

Carrie-Anne Moss 
The rebels’ long quest for freedom culminates in a final bat-

tle.  As the Machine Army wages devastation on Zion, its citi-
zens mount an aggressive defense – but can they stave off the
relentless swarm of Sentinels long enough for Neo to harness
the full extent of his powers and end the war? Rated R (sci-fi
violence and some sexuality) 130 minutes

Saturday
2 p.m. – Elf – Will Ferrell and James Caan 
Buddy, a human raised in the North Pole to be an elf, wreaks

havoc in the elf community due to his size.  He heads to New
York City to find his place in the world, and track down his
father.  But life in the big city is not all sugarplums and candy
canes.  It’s up to Buddy and his simple elf ways to win over his
family, realize his destiny and, ultimately, save Christmas for
New York and the world. Rated PG (some mild rude humor and
language) 99 minutes

7:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. Sunday – Free pre-release
screening – Ben Affleck and Uma Thurman 

Tickets and passes are available at any AAFES outlet today.
Arrive early – seating is first-come, first-served.  Doors open
one hour before showtime. 

Based on the short story by Philip K. Dick, “Paycheck” is
about world famous genius Michael Jennings, who does special-
ized projects for high-tech corporations.  Once a job is com-
plete, his memory is erased so as not to divulge any company
secrets.  Highly paid for his work, Jennings expects to earn $4.4
billion for his latest 5-year project, but upon completion of the
job, instead of a big paycheck, he is given an envelope full of
random objects and told that he has agreed to forfeit all pay-
ment. Rated PG-13 (intense action violence and brief language)
115 minutes 

The following movies begin at 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 26 – Radio, Rated PG; Dec. 27 – Looney Tunes: Back

in Action, Rated PG; Jan. 2 –  Dr. Seuss’ the Cat in the Hat,
Rated PG; Jan. 3 – Master and Commander: The Far Side
of the World, Rated PG-13

Provider needed for mildly ill child care program
The Mildly Ill Family

Child Care  program was
developed to offer care to
children in the non-conta-
gious stages of disease, who
are too ill to attend their reg-
ular care arrangement.  

The program provides
parents with an alternative to
missing excessive amounts
of work when their child
may feel poorly but is not
contagious to other children.

MIFCC will be available
to children ages two months
to 13 years old, currently
enrolled in the Robins Child
Development Centers,
School Age Program, or
Family Child Care Homes.
Care will be provided
between 6:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

If you meet the following
qualifications, you may be
eligible to receive a guaran-

teed salary of $2,400 per
month:

�Spouse of active duty or
retired military member

�No children/ or own
children at least eight years
old

�Enjoys caring for chil-
dren

�Licensed or willing to
complete licensing process

�At least three months
experience as a licensed

provider
�Medical background

preferred but not required
�Willing to complete

specific training for caring
for ill children

Contact Vera Keasley,
FCC coordinator, at 926-
6741, or visit the FCC office
in the Smith Community
Center, Building. 767, sec-
ond floor.

– From staff reports

The high cost of child care may be a
thing of the past for some parents who
use a family child care provider on-
base or an affiliate home.  

The Subsidy Program is Air Force’s
answer to the concerns of parents who
pay high prices for child care.  The
Subsidy Program increases the amount
of affordable child care available to Air
Force families, specifically infant and
toddler care (children age 3 and
younger), care for children with special
needs, and swing and midnight shift
care.  

It also reduces the cost of child care
for families in high cost areas and

improves the quality of care in Air
Force family child care and increases
the number of developmental and
accredited homes.  

Parents will pay what they would
pay if they were able to use the Air
Force Child Development Center.
Only full-time care (35-50 hours per
week) is subsidized.  The amount of
subsidy depends on the provider’s
license, type of child space, and the
parent’s income category.  The Subsidy
Program is a win-win situation, which
offers some parents to pay less and
some providers to get a pay raise.

Standard licensed providers receive

$125 per eligible child; developmental
and accredited licensed providers
receive $150 per eligible child.  

Parents must provide documentation
of income and complete DD Form
2652.  Depending on the income cate-
gory, parents may pay between $53 and
$108 per week. 

Parents interested in taking advan-
tage of the Subsidy Program or spouses
of military active duty or retired mem-
bers interested in becoming family
child care providers should contact
Vera Keasley, FCC coordinator, at 926-
6741.  

– From staff reports

Subsidy program incentive for parents and providers
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SPORTS
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Courtesy photo 
The 19th Air Refueling Group Black Knights took the base
intramural football championship title this year with a 16-1
record. They high stepped it through the regular season
undefeated and suffered only one loss to the 653rd CLSS
during the playoffs. From left to right, bottom to top rows:
Deveroe Glass(1), Aaron Smith, Joshua Yeager(23), Eddie
Ross(51), Derrick Bennett(6), Robert Sadlon(20) Michael
Watson(15), Sam Orr, Anthony Powell(2), Reginald Orr(16),
Bruce Kima(82), Shaun Robinson, Adam King Mack
Irwin(17), Timothy Abley, and Col. Raymond Rottman, 19th
ARG commander.

Carrying the crown

SPORTS BRIEFS
Bowling Center 

Bring the family out for
two hours of Thunder Alley
glow-in-the-dark fun
Wednesday from 2 - 4 p.m.
Cost is $7.50 per person.

Celebrate New Year’s Eve
bowling with the family Dec.
31.  Cost is $20 per person
which includes bowling,
snacks and party favors and
lots of fun. Children under 12
years bowl free.

Fitness Center 
A New Year’s Resolution

Run will be held Dec. 30 at
11:30 a.m.

A survival fitness camp
will be held Jan. 9 from 11
a.m. - noon.  Register at the
customer service desk of the
fitness center.  At the time of
registration customers will
receive a workout survival
kit.

A weight orientation class
is scheduled for Jan. 9 from
noon - 1 p.m.  Experts will
demonstrate the proper usage
of weights and machines.

Golf Course 
The 5th Annual Three

Club tournament will be held

Jan. 17 with a shotgun start at
9 a.m.  Cost is $25 annual
green fee members and $40
guests.  The format will
include gross and net division
winners.  Call 926-4103 or
sign up in the pro shop.

Information,
Tickets and Travel 

The Macon Trax hockey
team is in town and will be
playing against Orlando
today.  Cost is $6 for upper
seats, $9 for lower seats and
$12 for glass seats.  Games
begin at 7:30 p.m. 

NASCAR tickets are on
sale at ITT for the Inaugural
200 mile truck race March 13
and the Golden Corral 500
NASCAR Nextel Cup Series
race March 14 at the Atlanta
Motor Speedway. Cost is $40
per person for both races.

Outdoor Recreation 
Water aerobics are held in

the fitness center indoor pool
Monday and Wednesday, 6
a.m.; Tuesday and Thursday,
4:20 p.m. Cost is $5 per indi-
vidual class, four-week ses-
sions $30 per person.
Register at Equipment Rental
Center, 926-4001.

Check out the Robins Rev-Up online at:
http://www.robins.af.mil/pa/revup-online/index.htm



Aero Club, administration and
sales closed Dec. 25 and 26 and
Jan. 1 and 2
Auto Skills Center, closed Dec.
25 and 26 and Jan. 1 and 2
Base Library, open Monday and
Tuesday and Dec. 29 and 30 from
10 a.m. - 7 p.m., Wednesday and
Dec. 31 from 10 a.m. - 
3 p.m., closed Thursday and Jan.
1, open Dec. 26 and 27 from 10
a.m. - 5 p.m. and Jan. 2 and 3,
open Dec. 28 and Jan. 4 from
noon - 5 p.m.
Base Restaurant, closed
Thursday and Jan. 1, mobile trucks
will not be offered from Thursday -
Jan. 1; Snack bars closed from 1
p.m. Wednesday through Jan. 1;
Downstairs restaurant closed from
1 p.m. Wednesday through Jan. 1
Bowling Center, closes Monday -
Wednesday and Dec. 29 and 30 at
5 p.m., closed Thursday and Dec.
26, open Dec. 27 at 4 p.m., open 8
p.m. Dec. 31, closed Jan. 1 and 2,
open 4 p.m. Jan. 3 
CDC East and West, closed
Thursday and Dec. 26 and Jan. 1
and 2
Civilian Recreation, office closed
Thursday - Dec. 28 and Dec 31 -
Jan. 4, bingo closed Monday - Jan.
6
Enlisted Club, open Wednesday
(bar menu only), closed Thursday,
open Dec. 26 and 27 at 5 p.m. (bar
menu only), Press Box closed
Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 27 and
28, open Dec. 29 and 30, open
from 5 p.m. - 2 a.m. Dec. 31,
closed Jan. 1, open Jan. 2 (normal

hours except for express buffet
line), express lunch buffet line
closed Wednesday - Jan. 6 (bar
menu available from 11 a.m. - 1:30
p.m. Monday through Friday),
cashier cage closed from
Wednesday - Dec. 27
Equipment Rental Center, closed
Thursday - Dec. 28 and Jan. 1 - 4
Family Child Care, closed
Thursday and Dec. 26 and Jan. 1
and 2
Fitness Center, Wednesday, Dec.
26 and Dec. 31 - Jan. 2 from 8
a.m. - 2 p.m., closed Dec. 26
Flight line dining facility, closed
Thursday and Dec. 26 and Jan. 1
and 2, Flight Line Kitchen remains
open
Food Service office, closed
Thursday and Dec. 26 and Jan. 1
and 2
Golf Course, closed Thursday and
Dec. 26 and Jan. 1 and 2, walkers
play free, close Wednesday and
Dec. 31 at 2 p.m.
Honor Guard/Mortuary
Affairs/Readiness, normal hours
of operation, Administrative office
closed Thursday - Dec. 28 and
Jan. 1 - 4
Human Resource office, closed
Thursday - Jan. 4
Indoor pool (Rasile), closed
Thursday and Dec. 26 and Jan. 1
and 2, open Dec. 27 and 28 and
Jan. 3 and 4 from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Information, Tickets and Travel,
closed Wednesday - Dec. 28 and
Dec. 31 and Jan 1 - 4

Japanese Grill, close at 3 p.m.
Monday and Dec. 26, closed
Thursday and Jan. 4
Lodging, normal hours of opera-
tion
Marketing, closed Thursday and
Dec. 26 and Jan. 1 and 2
Nature Center, closed Thursday -
Dec. 28 and Jan. 1 - 4
Officers' Club, closes Wednesday
at 1 p.m., closed Thursday, closed
until 6 p.m. Dec. 31 for New Year's
festivities, closed Jan. 1
Pizza Depot, close Wednesday at
2 p.m., closed Thursday - Dec. 28
and Dec. 31 - Jan. 4
Resource Management
office/NAF, closed Thursday and
Dec. 26 and Jan. 1 and 2
Skeet Range, closed Thursday
and Dec. 26 and Jan. 1 and 2,
open Dec. 27 and 28 and Jan. 3
and 4 from noon - 6 p.m.
Skills Development Center,
closed Thursday - Dec. 28 and
Jan. 1 - 4
Smith Community Center, closed
Monday - Jan. 3
Teen Center, closed Thursday and
Dec. 26 and Jan. 1 and 2
Vet services, closed Thursday and
Dec. 26 and Jan. 1 and 2
Wood Shop, closed Thursday and
Dec. 26 and Jan. 1 and 2
Wynn Dining facility, open
Thursday from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 normal hours 
Youth Center, closed Dec
Thursday and Dec. 26 and Jan. 1
and 2
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SERVICES HOLIDAY HOURS ROBINS BULLETIN BOARD
Christmas tree sale

The Chief's Group Christmas tree sale is
going on through Sunday outside of the BX.
Choose from Virginia Pines, Red Cedars and
Leland Cypresses today, noon - 8 p.m., and
Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Proceeds will help support Robins' enlisted
programs.

Legal office holiday hours
The Base Legal Office, Building 215,

Room 178, will not offer will executions or
legal assistance Monday through Jan. 2.
Notary service and powers of attorney will
be provided Monday-Thursday, 9 - 11 a.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m.; Friday, 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 2
p.m. 

Commissary holiday schedule
The commissary will be open Monday

and Dec. 29, 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. The commis-
sary will close at 3 p.m. Wednesday and will
be closed Thursday, Dec. 26 and Jan. 1. The
commissary will also be open Dec. 29, 9
a.m. - 8p.m.

For more information, contact Teena P.
Standard, store director, at 926-3714.

Holiday recycling pick-up schedule
Holiday recycling pick-up for Turner Park

residents will be Wednesday and Dec. 31. If
you have any questions, call the housing
office at 926-3776. 

Holiday vacancy announcement
schedule

The closing date for vacancy announce-
ments, which open during the holiday sea-
son, will be extended as follows due to ener-

gy days and Federal holidays.  
Christmas - open: Dec. 19 - close: Jan. 5;

open: Dec. 26 - close: Jan. 8
New Years - open: Jan. 2 - close: Jan. 9
The regular schedule will resume Jan. 9.

Clinic to limit appointments
The 78th Medical Group Optometry

Clinic will limit dependent and retirement
examinations to a space-available basis in
December because of staff limitations.
Space available appointments open when
active-duty beneficiaries cancel.  Staffing
will return to normal in January.  Military
dependents and retirees should contact
Central Appointments at 327-7850 to ask
about cancelled appointments.  

Enlisted Promotion ceremony
The 78th Air Base Wing Enlisted

Promotion ceremony, hosted by Col. Marvin
T. Smoot Jr., 78th ABW commander, will be
Jan. 7 at 3:30 p.m. at the Smith Community
Center, main ballroom.  Those being recog-
nized will be notified by their respective first
sergeants.  Commanders, supervisors, family
members and friends are encouraged to
attend. Show your unit's pride and spirit;
come and join us in congratulating our new
promotees.  For more information, contact
Senior Master Sgt. Editha S. Garcia or Staff
Sgt. Jessica Jackson at 926-0792.

OSI briefings
OSI will no longer provide country level

1, 2 or country specific briefings on
Thursdays at 10 a.m. For further information
or to schedule an appointment, contact your
unit ATO representative.
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AIR FORCE PERSON-
NEL CENTER - Officials
want to remind airmen that
gifts received from foreign
governments valued at more
than $285 must be reported.

Failure to report those gifts
can result in a U.S. District
Court penalty equal to the fair
market value of the gift plus
$5,000, according to Frank
Posey of the judge advocate’s
office here.

All Air Force people,
including civilians and family
members, need to know that
according to the law any gift
received from a foreign gov-
ernment is technically U.S.
property, he said. 

Reporting a gift doesn’t
necessarily mean that it will be
taken away. 

“High value items are usu-
ally sent to the General
Services Administration’s
vaults,” said Nancy Gaisford,
chief of the special trophies
and awards section here, “but
people can get permission to
keep their gifts on official dis-
play or even purchase them
back from the GSA.” 

Gifts must be reported with-
in 60 days of receipt, she said.
Gifts received this year or
before must be reported to:

HQ AFPC/DPPPRS
550 C St. West, Ste. 12
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-

4714 
Gifts received after Jan. 1

must be reported to: 
SAF/AA
1720 Air Force Pentagon 
Washington D.C. 20330-

1720

Gifts worth
more than
$285 need
reporting 
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All in a day’s work

U.S. Air Force photo by Sue Sapp

“In these last days before Christmas, things
at the North Pole get very busy. First I have to
make a list and check it twice to make sure no
one is left out. The elves are working over-
time on the toys so everything will be ready. 

I have to make sure the reindeer are
healthy, well fed and their hooves are in good

shape for a long night’s journey.
I’m also resting up for the trip to your

house. The thought of the excited faces of all
the children on Christmas day makes the
whole year of planning and working worth-
while.

And I do love cookies.”

Santa Claus – Jolly Old Elf – North Pole


